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Bandar public transport to get Masterplan remix

 

By Melvin Jong Dec 20th, 2009 

 
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN

GLOBAL consultancy firm HOK Planning Group is currently looking at the layout, population density and 
distribution of Bandar Seri Begawan (BSB) to make recommendations on the future design of the city in the 
hope of enticing more people to use public transport.

 

 

Robert Marshall, senior vice-president of the firm brought in to oversee the design and formulation of the BSB 
Development Masterplan, said that they believe the future of transportation in the city will be a mix of different 
modes of movement around the city.

“There will always be private vehicles, but there has to be more diversity when it comes to transport options,” 
he told The Brunei Times earlier this week.

“We are looking to make it much more convenient for those living in denser areas of the city to just walk out of 
their apartment and have access to public transport to bring them to where they want to go,” he added.
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Marshall explained that having a well-developed public transport system will also help benefit the tourism 
industry.

“I can tell you from my personal experience that Brunei is not an easy place to get around if you don’t have 
your own car. There are very few buses and no taxis around,” he said.

The same opinion was expressed by MVA Asia Limited’s Francis N L Sootoo.

“If you want to attract tourists for either business or leisure, you must first have the infrastructure to support 
this,” said the executive director of the transportation, planning and research consultant brought in to help with 
the Masterplan.

However, he said that, based on recent feedback, the current public transport system is not good enough to 
entice local people to use it.

“We plan to propose new suggestions on how to revamp the current system to match world-class service and 
standards,” he said.

“This is not easy but it has to be tried,” he added.

Sootoo explained that what they are looking to do is not to import new buses or construct new facilities but to 
introduce regular safety checks, seat belts and audio visual equipment… things that will attract people to take 
buses.

“We have to make sure that these services are reliable in terms of schedule and frequency and that we have the 
proper infrastructure such as enough bus stops and shelters to support them,” he said, adding that basic 
timetables and information on the destination of the buses should be easily available to the public.

“The public also has to have a channel to complain to the relevant authorities if the reliability or service is not 
up to par,” Sootoo added.

Meanwhile, Sylvester Wong, HOK Planning Group Vice-president and Principal Urban Designer of the 
masterplan, said that he sees public transportation as a complement to rather than a replacement for personal 
vehicles.

“At the heart of it, we just want people enjoy the city in the best way. The great thing about BSB is that you can 
drive and shuttle your family around easily because everything is so close,” he said.

“We don’t want to take that away. Instead, we want to take away things that make you enjoy the city less. Why 
should you have to drive your car round and round looking for a place to park and getting frustrated behind the 
wheel when you should be enjoying the view with your family. Public transport is one of the tools to do this,” 
said Wong.
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Most Read

Mangrove Resort opens on the Brunei River•
Online shopping for Standard Chartered clients•
More Brunei youths exploring business world•
No government intervention in deregistration of BAFA•
ASEAN Conference On Food Security•
Distinguished women speakers expected at upcoming business forum•
A real exciting breakthrough of Brunei’s Micbandits•
Her Royal Highness Pengiran Isteri Azrinaz Mazhar binti Hakim Mazhar•

Brunei in News

Moderate royal b'day celebration in Belait this year - Brunei News, Brunei Headlines from Brunei fm •
Brunei-Muara's DMC jumps into action - Brunei News, Brunei Headlines from Brunei fm •
68 trees to offset ATF's carbon footprint - Brunei News, Brunei Headlines from Brunei fm •
Top spot in ABL may await Singapore Slingers - AsiaOne •
Asean children hone their IT skills - The Sun Daily •

 

FUN READS

 

Electrical overload sets metal factory in Kilanas ablaze »

 

AirAsia Introduces Self Check-In »

 

It’s not on menu as car crashes into restaurant »

 

Car plunges into restaurant in Serusop »

 

Ads by Google Brunei Jobs UK Used Cars Hotel Brunei Tax Free Car England Cars 

Page 6 of 14Bandar public transport to get Masterplan remix | Brunei NEWS, Brunei HEADLINE...

22/1/2010http://news.brunei.fm/2009/12/20/bandar-public-transport-to-get-masterplan-remix/




